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(57) ABSTRACT

An information processing apparatus in a network system
that includes first network apparatuses that establish logical
topologies and second network apparatuses that connect to
the first network apparatuses and that establish physical
topologies. The information processing apparatus includes a
first storage unit that stores traffic amounts of paths between
the first network apparatuses; a second storage unit that stores
power consumption for connections between the first and
second network apparatuses; and a calculation unit that cal-
culates, for logical topologies, sums of power consumption
related to a packet forwarding process in the first network
apparatuses and power consumption related to the connec-
tions between the first and second network apparatuses. The
calculation unit selects a logical topology with the smallest
sum among the logical topologies.
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INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS,
INFORMATION PROCESSING METHOD,
AND A COMPUTER-READABLE
RECORDING MEDIUM RECORDING
INFORMATION PROCESSING PROGRAM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority of the prior Japanese Patent Application No. 2012-
268418, filed on Dec. 7, 2012, the entire contents of which are
incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD

The present invention relates to an information processing
apparatus, an information processing method, and an infor-
mation processing program for establishing a logical topol-

ogy.
BACKGROUND

FIG. 1A is a diagram illustrating an example of a physical
topology and an IP (Internet Protocol) topology in an optical
network. In the optical network, the physical topology is
formed by connections between OXCs (Optical Cross-Con-
nect). Each OXC is connected to a router through a transpon-
der. The OXC converts an optical signal and an electrical
signal, an optical signal flows between the OXCs, and an
electrical signal flows between the OXC and the router.

The transponder of the OXC and a port of the router for
connection with the OXC can control on/off of the power.
Therefore, a link between routers (optical direct path) is vali-
dated by turning on the transponder of the OXC and the
connection port of the router. More specifically, the IP topol-
ogy can be dynamically generated by dynamically turning
on/off the links between the transponders of the OXCs and the
connection ports of the routers. As for the connections
between OXCs, on/off cannot be controlled.

In FIG. 1A, the IP topology is a topology connecting the
points in a full mesh. A direct path linking a router #1 and a
router #3 in the IP topology of FIG. 1A is a route through the
router #1, an OXC #1, an OXC #2, an OXC #3, and the router
#3 on the actual physical topology.

FIG. 1B is a diagram illustrating an example of light paths
corresponding to IP links. In FIG. 1B, an IP topology 50 is
formed on the physical topology illustrated in FIG. 1A. On
the IP topology 50, a direct path is not formed between the
router #1 and a router #4. Therefore, the paths between the
router #1 and the router #4 are, for example, routes using an
IP link between the router #1 and the router #3 and an IP link
between the router #3 and the router #4, through the router #3.
In this way, paths between two routers on the IP topology that
go through another router will be called “multi-hop paths”,
hereinafter.

The paths between the router #1 and the router #4 on the
physical topology are also routes using a path between the
router #1 and the router #3 and a path between the router #3
and the router #4. Therefore, the connection port of the router
#1 and the transponder of the OXC #1 as well as the connec-
tion port of the router #4 and the transponder of the OXC #4
are turned on. Furthermore, in the router #3 and the OXC #3,
the connection port and the transponder for the path between
the router #1 and the router #3 as well as the connection port
and the transponder for the path between the router #3 and the
router #4 are turned on. In the routers and the OXCs, the
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correspondence between the connection ports, the transpon-
ders, and the linked routers can be changed by setting.

Patent Document

[Patent document 1] Japanese Patent [.aid-Open No. 2010-
161501

SUMMARY

An aspect of the present invention provides an information
processing apparatus in a network system including a plural-
ity of first network apparatuses that establish logical topolo-
gies and including a plurality of second network apparatuses
that connect to the first network apparatuses and that establish
physical topologies, the information processing apparatus
including:

a first storage unit that stores traffic amounts of paths
between the first network apparatuses;

a second storage unit that stores power consumption for
connections between the first network apparatuses and the
second network apparatuses; and

a calculation unit that calculates, for a plurality of logical
topologies, sums of power consumption related to a packet
forwarding process in the first network apparatuses and
power consumption related to the connections between the
first network apparatuses and the second network apparatuses
based on the traffic amounts of the paths between the first
network apparatuses and based on the power consumption for
the connections and that selects a logical topology with the
smallest sum among the plurality of logical topologies.

Another aspect of the present invention provides an infor-
mation processing method of executing the process by the
information processing apparatus. Other aspects of the
present invention can include a program for causing a com-
puter to function as the information processing apparatus and
a computer-readable recording medium recording the pro-
gram. The recording medium that can be read by a computer
or the like denotes a recording medium that can store infor-
mation, such as data and programs, by electrical, magnetic,
optical, mechanical, or chemical actions and that can be read
from a computer or the like.

The object and advantage of the invention will be realized
and attained by means of the elements and combinations
particularly pointed out in the claims.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and explanatory and are not restrictive of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A is a diagram illustrating an example of a physical
topology and an IP topology in an optical network;

FIG. 1B is a diagram illustrating an example of light paths
corresponding to IP links;

FIG. 2A is a diagram illustrating a relationship between
link generation power and traffic forwarding power;

FIG. 2B is an example of a graph illustrating a relationship
between the link generation power and the traffic forwarding
power;

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating an example of a configura-
tion of a network system according to a first embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating an example of a hardware
configuration of a design server;

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating an example of functional
blocks ofthe design server according to the first embodiment;
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FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating an example of a traffic
matrix;

FIG. 7A is a diagram illustrating an example of replace-
ment of topology information with a bit string;

FIG. 7B is a diagram illustrating replacement of topology
information with a bit string;

FIG. 7C is a diagram illustrating replacement of topology
information with a bit string;

FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating an example of an IP topol-
ogy searching process based on a genetic algorithm;

FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating an example of a flow chart
of a process by an IP topology computation unit;

FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating an example of a flow chart
ofapower evaluation process of OP14 and OP17 illustrated in
FIG. 9;

FIG.11A is a diagram illustrating topologies in an example
of a simulation of the first embodiment;

FIG. 11B is a diagram illustrating a comparison of simu-
lation results of the topologies illustrated in FIG. 11A;

FIG. 12 is a diagram illustrating an example of a flow chart
of'a power evaluation process according to a second embodi-
ment;

FIG.13A is a diagram illustrating topologies in an example
of a simulation of the second embodiment; and

FIG. 13B is a diagram illustrating a comparison of simu-
lation results of the topologies illustrated in FIG. 13A.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present invention will be
described based on the drawings. Configurations of the fol-
lowing embodiments are illustrative, and the present inven-
tion is not limited to the configurations of the embodiments.

First Embodiment

For example, in the network system illustrated in FIG. 1,
the power consumption changes in each router according to a
processing traffic amount. More specifically, power for traffic
forwarding increases in the router with an increase in the
processing traffic amount. In an optical network, connection
ports of routers and transponders of OXCs can be turned
on/off to dynamically establish an IP topology. In this case,
the power is consumed for the connection ports of the routers
and the transponders of the OXCs in an on-state. More spe-
cifically, the power consumption of the connection ports of
the routers and the transponders of the OXCs in the on-state
increases with an increase in the number of IP links. Since
there is no power change in an optical signal according to the
traffic amount, the power consumption of the OXC generally
does not change according to the traffic amount.

Hereinafter, the power for the traffic forwarding process of
the routers in the IP topology will be called “traffic forward-
ing power”. The power consumption of the connection ports
of'the routers and the transponders of the OXCs in the on-state
in the IP topology will be called “link generation power”.
Furthermore, when links are simply called “links” or “the
number of links”, the links denote links on the IP topology.

FIG.2A is a diagram illustrating a relationship between the
link generation power and the traffic forwarding power. FIG.
2A illustrates three different IP topologies 60, 70, and 80
established by the routers #1 to #4 in the same network. The
IP topology 60 is a star-type topology, in which the other
routers #1, #3, and #4 are connected to the router #2. The IP
topology 80 is a full-mesh-type topology, in which the routers
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mutually establish direct paths. The number of IP links
increases in the order of the IP topology 60, the IP topology
70, and the IP topology 80.

When the number of IP links is small, the numbers of
activated connection ports of routers and transponders of
OXCs are small. Therefore, the link generation power is also
small. However, when the number of links is small, the num-
ber of multi-hop paths increases. Therefore, the traffic
amount in the router as a relay point is large. For example, in
the IP topology 60, the router #2 as a center of the star type
relays the traffic between the router #1 and the router #3,
between the router #1 and the router #4, and between the
router #3 and the router #4, and the amount of traffic to be
processed is large. Therefore, when the number of IP links is
small, the traffic forwarding power is large.

On the other hand, if the number of IP links is large, the
number of direct paths increases, and the number of multi-
hop paths decreases. The traffic amount in the router as arelay
point is small. Therefore, when the number of links is large,
the traffic forwarding power is small. On the other hand, ifthe
number of links is large, the numbers of activated connection
ports of routers and transponders of OXCs increase. There-
fore, the link generation power is large.

As a result, among the IP topologies illustrated in FIG. 2 A,
the link generation power is the smallest in the IP topology 60
and the largest in the IP topology 80. The traffic forwarding
power is the largest in the IP topology 60 and the smallest in
the IP topology 80.

In this way, the link generation power and the traffic for-
warding power are in a trade-off relationship, in which one
increases with a decrease in the other.

FIG. 2B is an example of a graph illustrating a relationship
between the link generation power and the traffic forwarding
power. As described, the link generation power and the traffic
forwarding power are in the trade-oft relationship. Therefore,
to establish a power-saving IP topology, both of the link
generation power and the traffic forwarding power are taken
into account in a first embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating an example of a configura-
tion of a network system 100 according to the first embodi-
ment. The network system 100 includes a design server 1, a
plurality of routers (routers #1 to #4), and a plurality of OXCs
(OXCs #1 to #4). The routers #1 to #4 and the OXCs #1 to #4
are connected to each other by connection ports and transpon-
ders. In the network system 100, the OXCs #1 to #4 establish
a physical topology, and the routers #1 to #4 establish an IP
topology. The design server 1 is an example of an “informa-
tion processing apparatus”. The router is an example of a
“first network apparatus”. The OXC is an example of a “sec-
ond network apparatus”. The IP topology is an example of a
“logical topology”.

The design server 1 dynamically establishes a power-sav-
ing IP topology in the network system 100. The design server
1 collects the traffic amount of each IP link from the routers #1
to #4 at a predetermined period to determine a power-saving
logical topology in which the sum of the link generation
power and the traffic forwarding power is the smallest. The
design server 1 notifies the routers and the OXCs of the
determined IP topology. When the IP topology is notified
from the design server 1, the routers and the OXCs turn on or
off the connection ports and the transponders between the
routers and the OXCs to establish the IP topology.

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating an example of a hardware
configuration of the design server 1. The design server 1 is, for
example, a dedicated computer as a server or a general-pur-
pose computer. The design server 1 may be one of the routers
#1 to #4. The design server 1 includes a processor 101, a main



US 9,059,924 B2

5

storage apparatus 102, an input apparatus 103, an output
apparatus 104, an auxiliary storage apparatus 105, a remov-
able recording medium driving apparatus 106, and a network
interface 107. These are connected to each other by a bus 109.

The input apparatus 103 is a pointing device or the like such
as, for example, a keyboard and a mouse. Data input from the
input apparatus 103 is output to the processor 101.

The removable recording medium driving apparatus 106
reads programs and various data recorded in the removable
recording medium 110 and outputs the programs and various
data to the processor 101. The removable recording medium
110 is a recording medium such as, for example, an SD card,
aminiSD card, amicroSD card, a USB (Universal Serial Bus)
flash memory, a CD (Compact Disc), a DVD (Digital Versa-
tile Disc), and a flash memory card.

The network interface 107 is an interface for inputting and
outputting information to and from the network. The network
interface 107 connects to wired networks and wireless net-
works. The design server 1 communicates with the routers
and the OXCs through the network interface 107. The net-
work interface 107 is, for example, a NIC (Network Interface
Card), awireless LAN (Local Area Network) card, or the like.
The data and the like received by the network interface 107
are output to the processor 101.

The auxiliary storage apparatus 105 stores various pro-
grams and data used by the processor 101 in the execution of
the programs. The auxiliary storage apparatus 105 is, for
example, a non-volatile memory, such as an EPROM (Eras-
able Programmable ROM) and a hard disk drive. The auxil-
iary storage apparatus 105 holds, for example, an operating
system (OS), an IP topology design program, and various
other application programs.

The main storage apparatus 102 provides the processor 101
with a storage area and a working area for loading a program
stored in the auxiliary storage apparatus 105 and is also used
as a buffer. The main storage apparatus 102 is, for example, a
semiconductor memory, such as a RAM (Random Access
Memory).

The processor 101 is, for example a CPU (Central Process-
ing Unit). The processor 101 loads the OS or various appli-
cation programs held in the auxiliary storage apparatus 105 or
the removable recording medium 110 to the main storage
apparatus 102 to execute various processes. The number of
processors 101 is not limited to one, and a plurality of pro-
cessors may be arranged.

The output apparatus 104 outputs a result of a process by
the processor 101. The output apparatus 104 includes, for
example, an audio output apparatus such as a speaker, a
display, and a printer.

For example, in the design server 1, the processor 101 loads
the IP topology design program held in the auxiliary storage
apparatus 105 to the main storage apparatus 102 to execute
the IP topology design program. The design server 1 collects
the traffic amount of each IP link from each router, obtains a
power-saving IP topology and notifies each router and each
OXC of the power-saving IP topology through the execution
of'the IP topology design program. The hardware configura-
tion of the design server 1 is an example, and the hardware
configuration is not limited to this. Constituent elements can
be appropriately omitted, replaced, or added according to
embodiments. The IP topology design program may be
recorded in, for example, the removable recording medium
110. The IP topology design program is an example of an
“information processing program”.

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating an example of functional
blocks of the design server 1 according to the first embodi-
ment. For example, as the processor 101 executes the IP
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topology design program stored in the auxiliary storage appa-
ratus 105, the design server 1 operates as an [P topology
computation unit 11, a traffic measurement unit 12, an appa-
ratus power management unit 13, and an IP topology control
unit 14. The functional blocks of the design server 1 may be
achieved not only by software processing of the processor
101, but may also be achieved by hardware. For example, the
hardware that achieves the functional blocks of the design
server 1 can be an LSI (Large Scale Integration), an FPGA
(Field-Programmable Gate Array), or the like.

The apparatus power management unit 13 holds, for
example, power characteristic information of each router,
port power consumption information of each router, and tran-
sponder power consumption information of each OXC. The
power characteristic information of each router is, for
example, power for a forwarding process perunit data amount
(hereinafter, “traffic forwarding power parameter [W/
Gbps]”). The port power consumption information of each
router is, for example, power consumption in the on-state per
connection port of the router for connection with the OXC
(hereinafter, “IP port power parameter [ W/port]”). The tran-
sponder power consumption information of each OXC is, for
example, power consumption in the on-state per transponder
of the OXC (hereinafter, “transponder forwarding power
parameter [W/transponder]”).

The apparatus power management unit 13 is, for example,
part of the storage area of the main storage apparatus 102. For
example, when the IP link (optical direct path) between the
router #1 and the router #2 illustrated in FIG. 3 is valid, the
connection port of the router #1 and the transponder of the
OXC #1 as well as the connection port of the router #2 and the
transponder of the OXC #2 are turned on. Therefore, the
power for generating one IP link is a sum of the power con-
sumption of the connection ports of two routers and the power
consumption of the transponders of two OXCs. The power
characteristic information of each router, the port power con-
sumption information of each router, and the transponder
power consumption information of each OXC may be held by
being input in advance by a manager, for example, or may be
held by being acquired from each apparatus when a power
MIB (Management Information Base) or the like is set in each
apparatus. The apparatus power management unit 13 is an
example of a “second storage unit”.

The traffic measurement unit 12 collects traffic information
of each IP link from each router. For example, the traffic
information is periodically collected using an SNMP (Simple
Network Management Protocol) or the like. The traffic infor-
mation is collected at a period of every five minutes, every ten
minutes, or the like, for example. The traffic information is,
for example, counter information of a transmission packet of
each destination IP address in the connection port of each
router for connection with the OXC. The traffic measurement
unit 12 calculates the traffic amount of each IP link from the
traffic information collected from each router to generate a
traffic matrix.

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating an example of the traffic
matrix. The points denote the routers. For example, when the
traffic information collected from each router is counter infor-
mation (pieces/second) of a transmission packet of each des-
tination IP address in the connection port for connection with
the OXC, the traffic amount from one router to another router
is obtained by counter information (pieces/second)xsize of
one packet (bit). The traffic matrix is stored in, for example, a
storage unit 12m. The storage unit 12m is, for example, part of
the storage area of the main storage apparatus 102. The stor-
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age unit 12m may also hold the physical topology of the
network system 100. The storage unit 12 is an example of a
“first storage unit”.

The IP topology control unit 14 notifies the routers and the
OXCs of the IP topology determined by the IP topology
computation unit 11. The IP topology control unit 14 notifies
the routers of the IP topology by, for example, notifying the
routers of routing information. The IP topology control unit
14 notifies the OXCs of the IP topology by, for example,
notifying the OXCs ofthe setting of allocation of wavelengths
and light paths between the OXCs.

Based on the traffic amount of each link, the IP topology
computation unit 11 searches for an IP topology that reduces
the sum of the link generation power and the traffic forward-
ing power. In the first embodiment, the IP topology compu-
tation unit 11 expresses topology information by a bit string
and uses a genetic algorithm to search for the IP topology. The
IP topology computation unit 11 is an example of a “calcu-
lation unit”.

The genetic algorithm is a method of obtaining fitness of
randomly generated N (N: positive integer) individuals (cur-
rent generation) by an evaluation function to generate new
individuals by crossing and mutation between the individuals
of'the current generation to select N individuals (next genera-
tion) from the generated individuals and obtaining a solution
by repeating this G times (G: positive integer). The IP topol-
ogy computation unit 11 uses bit strings indicating the IP
topologies as the individuals and uses power consumption of
topology, i.e. the sum of the link generation power and the
traffic forwarding power, as the fitness to search for the IP
topology based on the genetic algorithm.

(Generation of Bit String)

FIGS. 7A, 7B, and 7C are diagrams illustrating examples
of replacement of topology information with a bit string. The
bit string serves as an individual in the genetic algorithm. The
physical topology is common in FIGS. 7A, 7B, and 7C, and
four routers and four OXCs establish the physical topology.
However, the OXCs are omitted in FIGS. 7A, 7B, and 7C. In
FIGS. 7A, 7B, and 7C, it is assumed that the transmission
distance of the router #1 and the router #4 is long, and an
optical direct path is not established.

The IP topology computation unit 11 first generates a link
matrix indicating presence/absence of the generation of links
(optical direct paths) between points (routers). In the link
matrix, a component between points with the generation of a
link is “1”, and a component between points without the
generation of a link is “0”. A component between points in
which a direct path is not established due to a reason such as
the distance between the points is too long is “null”. In FIGS.
7A, 7B, and 7C, the direct path is not established between the
router #1 and the router #4. Therefore, the component corre-
sponding to the router #1 (From) and the router #4 (To) and
the component corresponding to the router #4 (From) and the
router #1 (To) are “null”. The link matrix is symmetric
because the component derived by exchanging From (row)
and To (column) indicates the same link.

The bit string indicating the topology information is gen-
erated by, for example, arranging the components of the link
matrix in which the components that are overlapped due to the
symmetry and the components “null” are removed. In the
network illustrated in FIGS. 7A, 7B, and 7C, the components
corresponding to the router #1 (From) and the router #2 (To),
the router #1 (From) and the router #3 (To), the router #2
(From) and the router #3 (To), the router #2 (From) and the
router #4 (To), and the router #3 (From) and the router #4 (To)
are arranged in this order to generate the bit string. However,
the generation of the bit string is not limited to this.
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In the example illustrated in FIG. 7A, the router #1, the
router #3, and the router #4 form links with the router #2 and
do not form links with the routers other than the router #2.
Therefore, the bit string of the IP topology illustrated in FIG.
7Ais “10110”.

In the example illustrated in FIG. 7B, links are generated
between the router #1 and the router #2, between the router #2
and the router #4, between the router #4 and the router #3, and
between the router #3 and the router #1. Therefore, the bit
string of the IP topology illustrated in FIG. 7B is “11011”.

In the example illustrated in FIG. 7C, links are generated
except between the router #1 and the router #4. Therefore, the
bit string of the IP topology illustrated in FIG. 7C is “11111”.

(Calculation of Topology Power Consumption)

After generating the bit string from the topology informa-
tion, the topology computation unit 11 calculates power con-
sumption of topology. The topology power consumption
serves as the fitness in the genetic algorithm. The power
consumption of topology is obtained as a sum of the link
generation power and the traffic forwarding power.

First, the link generation power is obtained using the tran-
sponder power consumption information and the port power
consumption information held in the apparatus power man-
agement unit 13.

When one IP link (direct path) is generated, the connection
ports of two routers and the transponders of two OXCs are
turned on. For example, when the IP port power parameters of
the routers are the same and the transponder power param-
eters of the OXCs are the same, the link generation power is
obtained by the number of IP linksx2x(IP port power param-
eter+transponder power parameter).

In FIGS. 7A, 7B, and 7C, it is assumed that the IP port
power parameters of the routers are the same and that the
transponder power parameters of the OXCs are the same. [t is
also assumed that the link generation power parameter=2x(IP
port power parameter+transponder power parameter)=30
(W/link). In this case, since the IP topology illustrated in FIG.
7A includes three IP links, the link generation power is 30
(W/link)x3 (links)=90 (W). Since the IP topology illustrated
in FIG. 7B includes four IP links, the link generation power is
30 (W/link)x4 (links)=120 (W). Since the IP topology illus-
trated in FIG. 7C includes five IP links, the link generation
power is 30 (W/link)x5 (links)=150 (W).

Next, the traffic forwarding power is obtained as follows,
for example.

(1) Shortest routes between the points are calculated.

(2) The traffic amounts between the points acquired from the
traffic matrix are added to the routers on the shortest routes
between the points to obtain traffic amounts flowing over the
routers.

(3) The traffic forwarding power parameter (W/Gbps) in the
routers is multiplied by the forwarding traffic amounts of the
routers to calculate router forwarding power for traffic for-
warding of the routers. The sum of the router forwarding
power of the routers is calculated as the traffic forwarding
power.

The calculation of the traffic forwarding power of the IP
topology of FIG. 7A will be described, in which, for example,
the traffic amounts between the points are uniformly 1 Gbps,
and the traffic forwarding power parameter of the routers is 5
(W/Gbps).

In FIG. 7A, the shortest routes between the points are
obtained as follows. The traffic amount between the points is
1 Gbps.

Router #1—router #2

Router #1—router #2—router #3

Router #1—router #2—router #4
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Router #2—router #1

Router #2—router #3

Router #2—router #4

Router #3—router #2—router #1

Router #3—router #2

Router #3—router #2—router #4

Router #4—router #2—router #1

Router #4—router #2

Router #4—router #2—router #3

The traffic amount between the points is 1 Gbps, and the
forwarding traffic amounts processed by the routers of FIG.
7A are as follows.

Router #1: 6 Gbps

Router #2: 12 Gbps

Router #3: 6 Gbps

Router #4: 6 Gbps

Therefore, the router forwarding power of the routers and
the total amount of the power, i.e. the traffic forwarding power
of the IP topology of FIG. 7A, are as follows.

Router #1: 6 [Gbps]xS[W/Gbps]=30 [W]

Router #2: 12 [Gbps|xS5[W/Gbps]=60 [W]

Router #3: 6 [Gbps]xS5[W/Gbps]=30 [W]

Router #4: 6 [Gbps]xS5[W/Gbps]=30 [W]

Traffic forwarding power: 30 [W]+60 [W]+30 [W]+30
[W]=150 [W].

Similarly, the traffic forwarding power of the IP topologies
of FIGS. 7B and 7C is also obtained. It is assumed that the
traffic forwarding power of the IP topology of FIG. 7B is 140
W and that the traffic forwarding power of the IP topology of
FIG.7Cis 130 W.

Once the link generation power and the traffic forwarding
power are calculated, the sum of these serves as the power
consumption of topology. The power consumption of the IP
topology illustrated in FIG. 7A is link generation power 90
[ W]+traffic forwarding power 150 [W]=240 [W]. The power
consumption of the IP topology illustrated in FIG. 7B is link
generation power 120 [W]+traffic forwarding power 140
[W]=260 [W]. The power consumption of the IP topology
illustrated in FIG. 7C is link generation power 150 [W]+
traffic forwarding power 130 [W]=280 [W].

(IP Topology Searching Process Based on Genetic Algo-
rithm)

FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating an example of an IP topol-
ogy searching process based on the genetic algorithm. The IP
topology computation unit 11 uses the bit strings generated
from the IP topologies as the individuals in the genetic algo-
rithm and uses the power consumption of the IP topologies as
the fitness.

The IP topology computation unit 11 selects, for example,
ten individuals, i.e. IP topologies replaced by bit strings, as a
K generation (OP1: initialize). When K=1, i.e. first genera-
tion, the IP topology computation unit 11 randomly generates
ten individuals (bit strings). When K=2 or greater, i.e. second
and subsequent generations, ten individuals (bit strings) as a
result of selection of a K-1 generation are used.

Next, the IP topology computation unit 11 obtains power
consumption oftopology for the ten individuals (OP2: evalu-
ate power). The calculation process of the power consump-
tion of topology is as described above. Next, the IP topology
computation unit 11 selects two individuals from the ten
individuals to form one set and selects five sets to rearrange
the individuals of the sets (crossing) to invert the bits (muta-
tion) to generate ten child individuals (OP3: cross, mutate).

For example, the crossing and the mutation denote genera-
tion of child individuals AA and AB by exchanging part of
parent individuals A and B (crossing) and further inverting
part of the bit string (mutation).
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For example, when second to fourth bits of a parent indi-
vidual A: 11001 and a parent individual B: 10010 are
exchanged and crossed, a child individual AA": 10011 and a
child individual AB" 11000 are generated. Furthermore,
when third bits of the child individual AA": 10011 and the
child individual AB": 11000 are inverted and mutated, a child
individual AA: 10111 and a child individual AB: 11100 are
generated. In this way, the IP topology computation unit 11
generates two child individuals AA and AB from two parent
individuals A and B. The IP topology computation unit 11
performs this for five sets of parent individuals to generate ten
child individuals. The generation method of the child indi-
viduals in this case, i.e. the method of crossing and mutation,
is not limited to one specific method, and any known method
may be used.

The IP topology computation unit 11 obtains power con-
sumption of topology for the newly generated ten child indi-
viduals (OP4: evaluate power). The IP topology computation
unit 11 selects ten individuals with small power consumption
of topology from twenty individuals including ten parent
individuals and ten child individuals (OP5: weed out). The
selected ten individuals serve as individuals of a K+1 genera-
tion.

The IP topology computation unit 11 repeats the IP topol-
ogy searching process based on the genetic algorithm for ten
generations, for example. Among the ten individuals selected
by weeding out the tenth generation, the IP topology compu-
tation unit 11 selects an individual with the smallest power
consumption of topology as an IP topology applied to the
network system 100.

(Flow of Process)

FIG. 9 is an example of a flow chart of a process by the IP
topology computation unit 11. The flow chart illustrated in
FIG. 9 is executed, for example, when an event as a trigger
occurs or at a predetermined period. The event as a trigger is,
for example, a change or the like in the physical topology of
the network, such as addition or deletion of a router or an
OXC. The predetermined period is, for example, every five
minutes and every one hour.

In OP11, the IP topology computation unit 11 reads the
traffic matrix from the storage unit 12m, and collects the
traffic amounts (traffic demands) between the IP links. In
OP12, the IP topology computation unit 11 acquires the
physical topology. For example, the physical topology may
be acquired based on information of the connection relation-
ship (for example, routing information) collected from the
routers along with the traffic information to acquire the physi-
cal topology based on the information, or may be set by the
manager in advance. For example, the physical topology may
be stored in the storage unit 12m along with the traffic matrix,
ormay be stored in part of the storage area of the main storage
apparatus 102 different from the traffic matrix. The physical
topology is used for the detection between points (routers)
that do not form direct paths.

OP13 to OP18 are an IP topology searching process based
on the genetic algorithm. In OP13, the IP topology computa-
tion unit 11 defines ten bit strings corresponding to ten ran-
domly selected IP topologies. In OP14, the IP topology com-
putation unit 11 calculates power consumption of topology
for the ten IP topologies to evaluate power. In OP15 and
OP16, the IP topology computation unit 11 selects five sets of
two individuals from the ten IP topologies and crosses and
mutates the individuals of each set to generate ten child indi-
viduals. In OP17, the IP topology computation unit 11 calcu-
lates power consumption of topology for the ten newly gen-
erated child individuals to evaluate power. In OP18, ten
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individuals with small power consumption are selected from
the ten parent individuals and the ten child individuals to
weed out the individuals.

In OP19, the IP topology computation unit 11 determines
whether an end condition is satisfied. The end condition is, for
example, end of the IP topology searching process based on
the genetic algorithm for ten generations. If the end condition
is satisfied (OP19: Yes), the process illustrated in FIG. 9 ends.
If the end condition is not satisfied (OP19: No), i.e. if the IP
topology searching process based on the genetic algorithm is
not performed for ten generations for example, the process
returns to OP14, and the IP topology searching process based
on the genetic algorithm is repeated.

Although ten parent individuals and ten child individuals
are used in the IP topology searching process based on the
genetic algorithm in the first embodiment, the arrangement is
not limited to this. The numbers of parent individuals and
child individuals are appropriately set according to the scale
(such as the number of points) of the network. The numbers of
parent individuals and child individuals may not be the same.
Although the IP topology searching process based on the
genetic algorithm is executed for ten generations in the first
embodiment, the number of repetitions of the process is not
limited to ten.

FIG. 10 is an example of a flow chart of the power evalu-
ation process of OP14 and OP17 illustrated in FIG. 9. The
flow chart illustrated in FIG. 10 is executed for each selected
individual (IP topology).

OP21 indicates a calculation process of link generation
power. In OP21, the IP topology computation unit 11 calcu-
lates a sum of the total power consumption of the connection
ports of the routers in the on-state (“IP port power” in FIG. 10)
and the total power consumption of the transponders of the
OXCs in the on-state (“transponder power” in FIG. 10) as the
link generation power.

OP22 to OP25 indicate a calculation process of traffic
forwarding power. In OP22, the IP topology computation unit
11 calculates shortest routes between the points. In OP23, the
1P topology computation unit 11 acquires traffic amounts
between the points from the traffic matrix to calculate the
flowing traffic amount of each IP link. In OP24, the IP topol-
ogy computation unit 11 calculates the forwarding traffic
amount of each router from the traffic amount flowing over
the IP link. In OP25, the IP topology computation unit 11
calculates the router forwarding power of each router and
calculates a sum of the router forwarding power as the traffic
forwarding power.

In OP26, a sum of the link generation power calculated in
OP21 and the traffic forwarding power calculated in OP25 is
calculated as power consumption of the topology. Subse-
quently, the process illustrated in FIG. 10 ends.

Although the calculation process of the link generation
power and the calculation process of the traffic forwarding
power are executed in parallel in FIG. 10, the arrangement is
not limited to this. The link generation power and the traffic
forwarding power may be calculated in this order or may be
calculated in the opposite order.

(Operation and Effect of First Embodiment)

FIG.11A is a diagram illustrating topologies in an example
of a simulation of the first embodiment. FIG. 11A illustrates
establishment of IP topologies in a network with 24 points. A
topology 1 is the same topology as the physical topology. A
topology 2 is a topology designed by the design server 1
according to the first embodiment. A topology 3 is a full-mesh

topology.
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Inthe simulation illustrated in FIG. 11A, design conditions
are set as follows.

Traffic amounts between points (traffic matrix): all 1 Gbps

Link generation power parameter: 30 [W/link]

Traffic forwarding power parameter: 5 [W/Gbps]

The link generation power parameter is power for gener-
ating one IP link and is (IP port power parameter+transponder
power parameter)x2.

In the simulation illustrated in FIG. 11A, the number of
alternations of generations of bit strings is set to 3000 epi-
sodes, the crossing rate is set to 0.5, and the mutation rate is
set to 0.007.

FIG. 11B is a diagram illustrating a comparison of simu-
lation results of the topologies illustrated in FIG. 11A. The
simulation results of the topologies are as follows.
Topology 1 (IP topology=physical topology)

Link generation power: 1290 [W] (43 links)

Traffic forwarding power: 11140 [W]

Topology power consumption: 12430 [W]

Topology 2 (IP topology=design topology)

Link generation power: 1980 [W] (66 links)

Traffic forwarding power: 7660 [W]

Topology power consumption: 9680 [W]

Topology 3 (IP topology=full mesh)

Link generation power: 8280 [W] (276 links)

Traffic forwarding power: 5640 [W]

Topology power consumption: 13920 [W]

Therefore, it can be recognized that the power consump-
tion of the topology 2, i.e. the IP topology designed by the
design server 1 of the first embodiment, is the smallest. The
link generation power of the topology 2 alone and the traffic
forwarding power of the topology 2 alone are not the smallest
among the three topologies. However, the sum of the traffic
forwarding power and the link generation power, i.e. the
power consumption of the topology, of the topology 2 is the
smallest. Therefore, according to the first embodiment, the
trade-off relationship between the link generation power and
the traffic forwarding power can be taken into account to
establish a power-saving IP topology.

Furthermore, a power-saving IP topology can be more
efficiently established by replacing the IP topology with the
bit string, setting the power consumption of the topology as
the fitness, and using the genetic algorithm to search for the IP
topology.

According to the embodiment, the logical topology for
which the power consumption is smaller can be established in
consideration of the trade-off relationship between the power
consumption for the packet forwarding process and the power
consumption for connections between the network appara-
tuses in the logical network.

Second Embodiment

The number of ports held by the router is limited, and the
number of direct paths that can be established by the router is
also limited. In a second embodiment, the design server 1
takes into account an upper limit of the number of ports held
by each router, i.e. the number of IP links that can be estab-
lished by each router, to establish a power-saving IP topology.
In the second embodiment, the description overlapping with
the first embodiment will be omitted.

In the second embodiment, the configuration of the design
server 1 is in common with the first embodiment. The second
embodiment is different from the first embodiment in that the
fitness to be used is changed when there is an individual
exceeding the number of links among the selected individuals
(IP topologies) in the searching process of IP topology based
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on the genetic algorithm. The fitness in the second embodi-
ment will be called a topology metric.

FIG. 12 is an example of a flow chart of a power evaluation
process according to the second embodiment. The flow chart
illustrated in FIG. 12 is equivalent to the process of power
evaluation in OP14 and OP17 illustrated in FIG. 9.

In OP31, the IP topology computation unit 11 executes
OP21 to OP26 illustrated in FIG. 10 for each individual (IP
topology) to calculate the power consumption of the entire
individuals.

In OP32, the IP topology computation unit 11 determines
whether there is a topology exceeding the number of links
among the selected ten individuals (OP14) or twenty indi-
viduals (OP17). The determination is based on, for example,
the configuration information including the number of held
ports of each router (upper limit in the number of links) and
the link matrix (see FIGS. 7A to 7C).

For example, it is assumed that the upper limit in the
number of links of each router is two in FIG. 7A. In this case,
the link matrix includes three “1” in the row or column of the
router #2, indicating that the number of links established by
the router #2 is three. The link matrix includes two or less “1”
in the rows or columns of the routers #1, #3, and #4, indicating
that the links are not establishing by exceeding the upper limit
in the number of links. Therefore, the number of exceeding
links of the IP topology illustrated in FIG. 7A is one.

The configuration information of router may be collected
from each router based on the SNMP or the like, or the
manager may set the configuration information of the router
in advance, for example. The configuration information of
router may be held in the device power management unit 13 or
may be held in part of the storage area of the main storage
apparatus 102 different from the apparatus power manage-
ment unit 13.

If'there is a topology exceeding the number of links (OP32:
Yes), the topology metric is set as follows for all topologies
(OP33). 3 denotes a minute constant, wherein 0<9, and
dxpower consumption<l.

Topology metric=the number of exceeding links+(dx
power consumption)

If there is no topology exceeding the number of links
(OP32: No), the power consumption is set as the topology
metric for all topologies (OP34).

After OP33 and OP34, the size of the topology metric
determines individuals (IP topologies) to be selected or
weeded out (see FIG. 9). Specifically, ten individuals with
small topology metric are selected.

In this way, in the second embodiment, when there is a
topology exceeding the number of links, the design server 1
scales the topology metric to the size according to the number
of exceeding links. As a result, an IP topology with a greater
number of exceeding links has a greater topology metric, and
IP topologies with fewer numbers of exceeding links are
selected.

(Operation and Effect of Second Embodiment)

FIG.13A is a diagram illustrating topologies in an example
of a simulation of the second embodiment. FIG. 13A illus-
trates establishment of IP topologies in a network with 24
points. Topologies 1 to 3 are IP topologies designed by the
design server 1 of the second embodiment. However, link
upper limits of the routers are different in the topologies 1 to
3.Inthetopology 1, the link upper limit of the routers is three.
In the topology 2, the link upper limit of the routers is six. In
the topology 3, the link upper limit of the routers is ten.
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Inthe simulation illustrated in FIG. 13 A, design conditions
are set as follows.

Traffic amounts between points (traffic matrix): all 1 Gbps

Link generation power parameter: 30 [W/link]

Traffic forwarding power parameter: 5 [W/Gbps]

The link generation power parameter is power for gener-
ating one IP link and is (IP port power parameter+transponder
power parameter)x2.

In the simulation illustrated in FIG. 13A, the number of
alternations of generations of bit strings is set to 3000 epi-
sodes, the crossing rate is set to 0.5, and the mutation rate is
set to 0.007.

FIG. 13B is a diagram illustrating a comparison of simu-
lation results of the topologies illustrated in FIG. 13A. The
simulation results of the topologies are as follows.
Topology 1 (link upper limit: 3)

Link generation power: 1080 [W] (36 links)

Traffic forwarding power: 10290 [W]

Topology power consumption: 11370 [W]

Maximum number of links included in router: 3

Minimum number of links included in router: 3
Topology 2 (link upper limit: 6)

Link generation power: 1980 [W] (66 links)

Traffic forwarding power: 7700 [W]

Topology power consumption: 9680 [W]

Maximum number of links included in router: 6

Minimum number of links included in router: 5
Topology 3 (link upper limit: 10)

Link generation power: 1980 [W] (66 links)

Traffic forwarding power: 7660 [W]

Topology power consumption: 9640 [W]

Maximum number of links included in router: 10

Minimum number of links included in router: 4

Therefore, according to the design server of the second
embodiment, a power-saving IP topology that satisfies the
link upper limit of the routers can be established in any of the
topologies 1 to 3.

<Others>

In the first and second embodiments, the power-saving IP
topology is searched using the genetic algorithm. However,
the arrangement is not limited to this, and for example, the
design server 1 may obtain the power consumption for all IP
topologies to specify the IP topology with the smallest power
consumption.

In the description of the first and second embodiments, the
routers are assumed to be the first network apparatuses that
establish the logical topologies, and the OXCs are assumed to
be the second network apparatuses that establish the physical
topologies. However, the arrangement is not limited to this,
and the first and second embodiments can also be applied to,
for example, a combination of routers or MPLS (Multi-Pro-
tocol Label Switching) apparatuses as the first network appa-
ratuses that establish the logical topologies and WDM (Wave-
length Division Multiplexing) transmission apparatuses as
the second network apparatuses that establish the physical
topologies. The first and second embodiments can also be
applied to, for example, a combination of apparatuses (rout-
ers, servers, or the like) that establish tunneling as the first
network apparatuses that establish the logical topologies and
routers as the second network apparatus that establish the
physical topologies.

All examples and conditional language provided herein are
intended for the pedagogical purposes of aiding the reader in
understanding the invention and the concepts contributed by
the inventor to further the art, and are not to be construed as
limitations to such specifically recited examples and condi-
tions, nor does the organization of such examples in the
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specification relate to a showing of the superiority and infe-
riority of the invention. Although one or more the embodi-
ments of the present invention have been described in detail,
it should be understood that the various changes, substitu-
tions, and alterations could be made hereto without departing
from the spirit and scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. An information processing apparatus in a network sys-
tem including at least three first network apparatuses that
establish logical topologies including available logical paths
and including a plurality of second network apparatuses that
connect to the first network apparatuses and that establish
physical topologies, the information processing apparatus
comprising:

a first storage unit that stores traffic amounts of each of the
logical paths between the first network apparatuses,
each of the logical paths being available by each of the
second network apparatuses and each of ports of the first
network apparatuses connecting to each of the second
network apparatuses turning on;

a second storage unit that stores power consumption for
each of connections between the first network appara-
tuses and the second network apparatuses; and

a calculation unit that calculates, for a plurality of logical
topologies established by the first network apparatuses,
sums of power consumption related to a packet forward-
ing process between the first network apparatuses and
power consumption related to the connections between
the first network apparatuses and the second network
apparatuses based on the traffic amounts of each of the
logical paths between the first network apparatuses and
based on the power consumption for each of the connec-
tions and that selects a logical topology with the smallest
sum among the plurality of logical topologies, wherein
the power consumption related to the connections
increases in association with increment of number of the
logical paths, and the power consumption related to the
packet forwarding process decreases in association with
increment of number of the logical paths.

2. An information processing apparatus in a network sys-
tem including a plurality of first network apparatuses that
establish logical topologies and including a plurality of sec-
ond network apparatuses that connect to the first network
apparatuses and that establish physical topologies, the infor-
mation processing apparatus comprising:

a first storage unit that stores traffic amounts of paths

between the first network apparatuses;

a second storage unit that stores power consumption for
connections between the first network apparatuses and
the second network apparatuses; and

a calculation unit that calculates, for a plurality of logical
topologies, sums of power consumption related to a
packet forwarding process in the first network appara-
tuses and power consumption related to the connections
between the first network apparatuses and the second
network apparatuses based on the traffic amounts of the
paths between the first network apparatuses and based
on the power consumption for the connections and that
selects a logical topology with the smallest sum among
the plurality of logical topologies,

wherein

the calculation unit determines the logical topology with
the smallest sum by repeating, for G times (G: positive
integer), a process of selecting M sets (M: positive inte-
ger) of logical topologies, each set including two logical
topologies, from N (N: positive integer) logical topolo-
gies, newly generating, for each set, two logical topolo-
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gies based on the two logical topologies to generate 2M
logical topologies, calculating the sums for the N logical
topologies and the 2M logical topologies, and selecting
N logical topologies in which the sums are small among
the N logical topologies and the 2M logical topologies.

3. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 2, wherein

the calculation unit replaces the logical topologies with bit

strings expressing connection relationships between the
first network apparatuses by 1 and 0 and executes the
process for the bit strings.

4. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 3, wherein

the calculation unit does not include connections between

unconnectable first network apparatuses in the bit
strings.

5. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein

the calculation unit selects a logical topology that does not

exceed an upper limit in the number of links of each of
the first network apparatuses and in which the sum is
smaller, among the plurality of logical topologies.
6. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 5, wherein
when a logical topology including a first network apparatus
with a link exceeding the upper limit in the number of
links is included in the plurality of logical topologies, the
calculation unit calculates a metric from the sum and the
number of exceeding links for each logical topology and
selects a logical topology with the smallest metric.
7. An information processing method in a network system
including at least three first network apparatuses that estab-
lish logical topologies including available logical paths and
including a plurality of second network apparatuses that con-
nect to the first network apparatuses and that establish physi-
cal topologies, the information processing method executed
by a computer comprising:
storing traffic amounts of each of the logical paths between
the first network apparatuses in a first storage unit, each
ofthe logical paths being available by each of the second
network apparatuses and each of ports of the first net-
work apparatuses connecting to each of the second net-
work apparatuses turning on;
storing power consumption for each of connections
between the first network apparatuses and the second
network apparatuses in a second storage unit; and

calculating, for a plurality of logical topologies established
by the first network apparatuses, sums of power con-
sumption related to a packet forwarding process
between the first network apparatuses and power con-
sumption related to the connections between the first
network apparatuses and the second network appara-
tuses based on the traffic amounts of each of the logical
paths between the first network apparatuses and based
on the power consumption for each of the connections
and selecting a logical topology with the smallest sum
among the plurality of logical topologies, wherein the
power consumption related to the connections increases
in association with increment of number of the logical
paths, and the power consumption related to the packet
forwarding process decreases in association with incre-
ment of number of the logical paths.

8. A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
recording an information processing program in a network
system including at least three first network apparatuses that
establish logical topologies including available logical paths
and including a plurality of second network apparatuses that
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connect to the first network apparatuses and that establish
physical topologies, the information processing program
executed by a computer comprising:
storing traffic amounts of each of the logical paths between
the first network apparatuses in a first storage unit, each 5
of'the logical paths being available by each of the second
network apparatuses and each of ports of the first net-
work apparatuses connecting to each of the second net-
work apparatuses turning on;
storing power consumption for each of connections 10
between the first network apparatuses and the second
network apparatuses in a second storage unit; and
calculating, for a plurality of logical topologies established
by the first network apparatuses, sums of power con-
sumption related to a packet forwarding process 15
between the first network apparatuses and power con-
sumption related to the connections between the first
network apparatuses and the second network appara-
tuses based on the traffic amounts of each of the logical
paths between the first network apparatuses and based 20
on the power consumption for each of the connections
and selecting a logical topology with the smallest sum
among the plurality of logical topologies, wherein the
power consumption related to the connections increases
in association with increment of number of the logical 25
paths, and the power consumption related to the packet
forwarding process decreases in association with incre-
ment of number of the logical paths.
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